BOOK RECOMMENDATIONS FOR CHILDREN
	Websites

	Descriptions

	K-8 or 

Read the Books
	These are subscription based electronic resources that your library might subscribe to that would help with making book suggestions by grade level.

	http://kidsspace.torontopubliclibrary.ca/genCategory15746.html
	Click on the "Jump to another page" drop down menu on the right. It then lists all the books in the booklists, by grade.

	http://www.njyac.org/booklists/
	NJ State Library Book Recommendations

	www.childrenandfamilies.com
	It has books listed roughly by levels.  The books are carefully screened and have a short annotation and accompanying activities.

	http://www.haisln.org/ReadingLists.htm
	Houston Area Independent Schools Library Network (updated yearly)

	http://notebook.lausd.net/portal/page?_pageid=33,1005246&_dad=ptl&_schema=PTL_EP
	Los Angeles Unified School District "Books of Summer"

	http://www.lapl.org/kidspath/books/grade/index.html
	Grade-level booklist, but the titles are not necessarily recent.  (Los Angeles Public Library)

	 http://www.hcplonline.info/kids/reading.html#booklists
	Graded booklists on our KidZone page (Website for the Harford County Public Library). Graded lists do have a bit of a range, but worthy of recommendation for any grade.

	http://www.fresnolibrary.org/child/bkch/booklists.html
	Booklist from Fresno County Public Library

	http://www.bookadventure.com/ki/bs/ki_bs_helpfind.asp
	You can select what reading level you want a book for and the type of books you want to read.

	http://www.lexile.com/findabook/
	Sometimes parents/kids know the lexile level that they are at (determined at school). But even if you don't, you can choose the option at step 1 "My reader does not have a Lexile measure" and then just select which grade they have completed, if they are a struggling/strong reader, and types of books they are interested in.

	http://bookwizard.scholastic.com/tbw/homePage.do
	Scholastic has a great site!  You can search by grade level, reading level, genre, etc.

	http://www.barringtonarealibrary.org/KidsCatalog/mainpage/mainpage1.htm
	Booklists on the Barrington Area Library website, divided by grade level.

	http://www.barringtonarealibrary.org/TeensCatalog/bookreportsteen.htm
	 Booklists on the Barrington Area Library website, for middle school.

	http://www.seminolecountyfl.gov/lls/library/kids/kids_readinglists.html
	It's not annotated but includes a good list for age levels from baby to Grade 12.  (Seminole County Public Library)

	http://www.chulavistaca.gov/City_Services/Community_Services/Library/Kids/ReadingLists.asp 
	Book lists along with a list of popular series. (Chula Vista Public Library) 

	http://www.warwicklibrary.org/bibgrade.htm
	Elementary grade bibliographies. (Warwick Public Library)

	http://www.carnegielibrary.org/kids/booknook/gradedbooklists/
	Booklists for grades put together by our children's librarians.  (Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh)

	http://www.hedgehogbooks.com/cgi-local/cart/grade.cgi?grade=k 
	Books by grade level. (This bookstore was created by teachers)

	http://www.njyac.org/booklists/pdf/all.pdf
	Lists divided up by grade level from the NJ State Library, compiled by long time librarians.  It's for grades K-8.  (only goes up to 2005) Familiarize yourself with newer books by looking through recent SLJ's or look at the authors from the list and see what they've put out recently.

	http://www.dawcl.com/search.asp
	The Database of Award-Winning Children's Literature is good for finding quality literature

	http://www.piercecountylibrary.org/kids-teens/kids/book-lists-kids/read-books-ar.htm

	Use the Accelerated Reader lists and "Read the Books" from the Pierce County Library (most of the Accelerated Reader books are ones kids will like) It sorts by grade level


	http://www.piercecountylibrary.org/kids-teens/kids/book-lists-kids/easy-readers-in.htm 

	Easy Readers in Series

	http://www.piercecountylibrary.org/kids-teens/kids/book-lists-kids/Default.htm

	Book lists for kids

	http://www.slcpl.lib.ut.us/details.jsp?parent_id=265&page_id=271
	Salt Lake City Public Library booklists

	http://www.ala.org/ala/alsc/ecrr/ecrrinpractice/storytimeapplications/bookmarkhandouts/bookmarks.pdf
	ALA basic six early literacy skills

	http://www.myssyra.org/
	Sunshine State Young Readers Award list of books

	http://atn-reading-lists.wikispaces.com/
	ATN (All Together Now ) Reading Lists was started in 1996 as part of a librarian collaborative project.


	Specifically for reluctant readers

	http://www.partnershipforlearning.org/article.asp?ArticleID=134#reluctant
	This website gave me ideas on what to recommend for reluctant readers.

	The Spiderwick Chronicles/series is great for reluctant readers since the books are small and illustrated. 

	Captain Underpants books flew off the shelves for reluctant readers. 

	These kids usually will enjoy reading graphics, funny books (Captain Underpants type books,) joke books, non-fiction (sports for boys) or adventure/mystery stories. Not everyone has to read a 'chapter book.'  Although this is sometimes a harder sale to parents, especially the ones who think their children should be reading the 'classics,' the 'classics' are boring and hard to read for most of the non-readers or slow readers.

	What you are looking for when it comes to reluctant readers are books that seem "older" but have easier to read content.  I typically find 5th graders are looking for 3rd grade reading level when they are reluctant
readers or 3rd graders are looking for a grade or two lower. So if you have great books that you recommend to 3rd graders, keep those in mind for 4th and 5th grade reluctant readers! 

I usually recommend the A to Z mysteries by Ron Roy (about 3rd grade reading level) to some 5th graders. 

The Invention of Hugo Cabret seems like a huge book (or "older" to kids) but doesn't have that much reading so, for a reluctant 5th-8th grader, that one might work. I have recommended it to 3rd graders but they are usually heavy duty readers!

I usually have my favorite books I recommend and knowing what age groups typically check them out from there I can tell older or younger kids about them. 

The Choose Your Own Adventures books by R.A. Montgomery are always good because they are broken into smaller segments…you don't really read the entire book! I would recommend those for reluctant 4th and 5th graders.

	Tips

	*I always ask (the child, if possible) what he or she has been reading, especially in the early elementary grades. 
  For instance, some kids entering second grade are reading Magic Treehouse, some are reading Nate the

  Great, some are reading Charlotte's Web.

	*Ask the child what was the last book they really liked or ask the parents what books they have been reading
  lately.  That'll give you at least an idea of what level they're at. 

	*Even reluctant readers might be willing to try a harder book if it's in a subject that really interests them.

	*Search the web for "best books for 1st grade" and so on.
  You will find grade level bibliographies if you Google individual grades. Example: "grade 3 reading list”

	*My best suggestion is for the reluctant/below level kids:  I point them towards nonfiction.  There are tons of
  great high interest nonfiction books that you can get kids interested in.  Blastoff Readers and many other
  series are now available to spark kids' interests.  It's a great way to hook them. 

	*Find out what the child's interests are. Gender often matters, too. Then start with an array of books that
  cover the subject and wide level of difficulty. You will need to become familiar with the books. However, very
  young readers almost always like Dr. Seuss and rhyming. A little up from there R L Stine and Beverly Cleary.

	*The majority of 4 to 8 year olds will happily GOBBLE up any Mo Willems book. (The Elephant and Piggie  

  series are going out like CRAZY right now. (Today I Will Fly!, My Friend is Sad , There is a Bird on Your

  Head!,  I Am Invited to a Party!, I Love My New Toy! , I Will Surprise My Friend!)

*Boys who read all the Magic Tree House Books who are looking to move on would totally get into The Game
 of Sunken Places by MT Anderson or Al Capone Does My Shirts by Gennifer Choldenko. 
*Many 9-12 year old girls LOVE Heartbeat by Sharon Creech or Criss Cross by Lynne Rae Perkins.  
*Kids who are making the move from easy readers to chapter books like the Mercy Watson series by Kate
  DiCamillo, or the Andy Shane series by Jennifer Jacobson. (The key with this group of kids are the chapter
  books that have SOME pictures.)
*Keep in mind prolific authors- (Most libraries will have books by these authors on different reading levels)
  For chapter books: Paula Danziger, Jerry Spinelli, Johanna Hurwitz, Dan Gutman, Suzy Kline, Louis 
 Sachar, David Adler, Gary Paulsen.  
  For Easy Readers and Picture books: Cynthia Rylant, Nancy Carlstrom, Jon Sciezka, Peter Sis, Billy
 Martin, Audrey Wood, Charlotte Zolotow.  


